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'We don't condone cheating': IIT Bombay
students call for reforms after Sahil's death

New Delhi, Agency:
Student representatives at
IIT Bombay have issued an
official statement following
the death of student Sahil
Wakode, saying they do not
condone cheating or any
form of academic miscon-
duct, while calling for
reforms to address systemic
concerns within the insti-
tute.

"We do not stand for or
condone cheating or any
form of academic miscon-
duct. At the same time, the
loss of our fellow student,
Sahil, is a deeply tragic
event that has compelled us
to reflect on the systems
and processes within our
Institute," the representa-
tives said. They said the

protest launched by stu-
dents was not intended to
justify academic miscon-
duct, but was a collective
effort to raise concerns over
issues that had existed
within the institute for
some time and seek "mean-
ingful and strong institu-
tional reforms" to prevent

similar circumstances in the
future. The representatives
also welcomed the open
house held with the insti-
tute's Director and other
members of the administra-
tion on Sunday, saying it
gave students an opportuni-
ty to directly raise their
concerns and questions.

Lt Gen Mohit Seth to be new GOC of White Knight Corps
Jammu, Agency:

Lieutenant General
Mohit Seth will take
over as the new General
Officer Commanding
(GOC) of the Army's
Nagrota-based White
Knight Corps (16 Corps)

on Oct 1. He will replace
Lt Gen P K Mishra, who
will move to a new post-
ing, officials said. In his
distinguished military
career spanning over
three decades,  the
Army HQ.

No median cuts, surface intersections on future high-speed NH corridors: NHAI
New Delhi, Agency: New access-con-

trolled high-speed national highway cor-
ridors will have no median (divider)
openings and no at-grade (surface level)
intersections, a move that aims at elimi-
nating conflict points and reducing crash-
es.

It has also been mandated under new
NHAI guidelines issued on Monday that
these corridors won't have raised concrete

dividers but flush medians - painted cen-
tre lanes with thick wire ropes or crash
barriers. These will also have advance

exit signage at 5 km, 2 km, 1 km and 500
metres to help motorists prepare for lane
changes well in advance.

The design provisions are aimed at
improving safety on access-controlled
corridors where cars are allowed to travel
at speeds of up to 100 kmph. Delhi-
Dehradun Expressway, Ambala-Kotputli
corridor and Trans-Haryana corridor are
among such highways. NHAI said the

guidelines seek to bring uniformity in the
planning and design of access-controlled
high-speed corridors and ensure consis-
tency in technical standards across proj-
ects.

"The guidelines will apply to all
upcoming four-lane and six-lane green-
field and brownfield access-controlled
high-speed national highways," an NHAI
spokesperson said. 

Hospitals told to report serious medical device events within 15 days
New Delhi, Agency: A

faulty insulin pump that
delivers too much insulin, an
infusion pump that gives
medicines too quickly, a pulse
oximeter showing incorrect
oxygen levels or a defibrilla-
tor failing during a cardiac
emergency will now come

under a more systematic hos-
pital safety-monitoring sys-
tem.The Indian
Pharmacopoeia Commission
(IPC) has issued a new guid-
ance document asking hospi-
tals to strengthen monitoring
and reporting of adverse
events linked to medical

devices. Serious adverse
events have to be reported to
the Materiovigilance
Programme of India (MvPI)
within 15 days, while non-
serious adverse events and
certain potentially harmful
near-miss incidents have to be
reported within 30 days.

Patients too have a direct role.
Those who notice that a med-
ical device is not functioning
properly or experience an
adverse event can inform the
treating hospital or healthcare
professional and directly
report suspected device-relat-
ed events to IPC.

Govt staff outside CGHS areas can now opt for scheme
New Delhi, Agency: Central government employees living or posted outside the CGHS-covered

area can now make a one-time choice to join the Central Government Health Scheme (CGHS), even
if there is no CGHS Wellness Centre in their city.The Union health ministry has removed the geo-
graphical restriction that earlier prevented eligible employees outside the prescribed CGHS area from
opting for the scheme. The move will benefit employees residing or posted outside the prescribed cov-
erage area. Earlier, an employee's eligibility for CGHS depended on where they lived or were posted.
Where a 5-km limit was prescribed, coverage was linked to the area around a CGHS Wellness Centre.
Employees outside the prescribed area could not opt for CGHS.

Under the new rule, an eligible employee residing or posted outside the CGHS-covered area can
opt for the scheme by paying the prescribed CGHS contribution and meeting the other eligibility con-
ditions. However, the choice is a one-time decision and will be final and binding. It will also apply to
all eligible dependents of the employee. Employees opting for CGHS cannot simultaneously claim
medical benefits under the Central Services (Medical Attendance) Rules, 1944.

4 European nations back India's bid for permanent UN seat, Jaishankar calls it 'historic'
New Delhi, Agency: Slovakia on Monday

backed India's bid for a permanent seat on the
United Nations Security Council, with foreign
minister Juraj Blanár saying India, as a lead-
ing country of the Global South and an emerg-
ing power in the Indo-Pacific, should have a
place at the UN's top decision-making body.

The remarks came after external affairs
minister S Jaishankar participated in the first
high-level Visegrád Group (V4) plus India
meeting on the sidelines of the 81st UN
General Assembly in New York.

"We all agree, as V4 countries, that India,
as part of the Global South, an upcoming
superpower in the Indo-Pacific region, must
be at the table as a permanent member of the
UN Security Council," Blanár said.

The V4 comprises Poland, Hungary,
Slovakia and Czechia. The four countries held
their first ministerial-level meeting with India
in the new V4+India format during the UNGA
high-level week.

Jaishankar described the meeting as a "new
historic occasion" and said the discussions
covered political, economic, defence, technol-
ogy, space, connectivity and people-to-people
ties.

"We had our first Visegrad Four and India
meeting. It was, in a sense, a new historic
occasion, and I would like to thank Minister
Juraj (Foreign Minister of Slovakia) for con-
vening us today. It was a very, very productive
meeting. What we agreed was that since
India's relationship with the European Union

itself is deepening, with the V4, we would
take some special initiatives to create an annu-
al business forum. As foreign ministers, we
would meet annually. That was the consensus.
We would also explore in technology and
innovation whether we could be doing more.

We have a very strong history with all the
V4 countries in defense. We want to refresh
and take forward that record and that cooper-
ation. We discussed space issues, connectivity,
and people-to-people mobility. We have stu-
dents in each of the V4 countries. Overall, in
terms of our cooperation, as well as a very
good and useful exchange on the big global
crisis, the Ukraine conflict, and what's hap-
pening in the Gulf. I think it was a very worth-
while and productive meeting. I'm very
pleased about it." Asked about the political
importance of the V4 for India on the global
stage, Jaishankar said New Delhi viewed the
four countries as partners with strong industri-
al, technological and innovation capabilities.

"We have very good relations with the V4
countries, and we know that these are coun-
tries with a very strong, very distinctive capa-
bility. They are industrial economies,
economies with great innovation and tech-
nology talent. And I think how the V4
come together is for them to decide. But
we certainly welcome the opportunity to
work."

India has been seeking reform of the
UN Security Council and a permanent seat
on the body. The Council currently has
five permanent members, China, France,
Russia, the UK and the US, alongside 10
non-permanent members elected for two-
year terms. Jaishankar had formally
launched India's campaign for a non-per-
manent UNSC term for 2028-29 in July,
while New Delhi has continued to press
for broader reform of the Council and per-
manent membership for India.

India, V4 agree on closer cooperation

Jaishankar said the meeting also resulted in
an agreement to strengthen cooperation
through annual foreign ministerial meetings
and an annual business forum.

Grounds in writing a must during
arrests even in UAPA: Supreme Court

New Delhi, Agency: Holding that
fundamental rights guaranteed under
the Constitution cannot be interpreted
in a restrictive manner, Supreme Court
on Monday held that a person's per-
sonal liberty cannot be invaded except
in accordance with the procedure
established by the Constitution, even
if accused of a grave offence and anti-
social activities, reports Amit Anand
Choudhary.

Elucidating Article 22 of the
Constitution, which offers protection
against arrest and detention in certain
cases, a bench of Justices Ujjal
Bhuyan and Atul S Chandurkar said a
person must be provided with the
grounds of arrest by the probe agency
at the time of arrest in writing and its
language understandable to the
accused. SC said this is applicable in
all cases including under special laws
- such as PMLA and UAPA - regard-
less of the nature and gravity of
offence. Going a step further, the
bench said that if a person's arrest is
declared illegal for non-compliance
with Article 22, then he or she cannot
be re-arrested in the same case without
approval from a senior police officer
and nod from the court concerned. 

"We need to remind ourselves that
Constitution or a constitutional provi-
sion cannot be interpreted in a vacu-
um. Interpretation of Constitution can-
not also be left to imponderables in the
form of ifs and buts. Constitution is

based on certain basic principles,
much above the statutory threshold.
Therefore, violation of Constitution or
a constitutional provision cannot be
countenanced. It has to be dealt with
strictly. It is not dependent on the
nature or gravity of the offence,
encompassing within its sweep all
offences. It cannot be interpreted in a
restrictive manner," the bench said.
Referring to SC's verdict in the Prabhu
Dayal Deorah case on preventive
detention, the court said, "The gravity
of the evil to the community resulting
from anti-social activities can never
furnish an adequate reason for invad-
ing the personal liberty of a citizen,
except in accordance with the proce-
dure established by Constitution and
laws." The bench said that when a per-
son is arrested, his right to liberty
under Article 21 is curtailed and it is
necessary that the person must under-
stand on what grounds he has been
arrested.


